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PEITYBJIMKA BBJITAPUA
MunucTsp Ha 00pa30BaHUETO W HayKaTa

A0

IMPO®. HPEHA TIETEBA

PEKTOP HA

YHUBEPCHUTETA IO BUBJIMOTEKO3HAHME U
HWHO®OPMAIIMOHHU TEXHOJIOI' A

YBAXKAEMA INPO®ECOP IIETEBA,
CKbITH KOJIEI'Y,

OT uMeto na MHHHCTEPCTBOTO Ha 00OPa30BaHHETO M HAYKATa M JIMYHO OT MOE HME
u3pa3saBaM CBOATa ONaro1apHOCT W BHCOKO YBaXKCHHE KbM BCHYKH, KOMTO Y4aCTBATE AKTHBHO
B oOpasosareyHus npouec B Buiarapus u uw3HacsTe Hamata HaykKa M3BbH TPAHMLMTE HA
Ponunara. Bamara mocBeTEHOCT, YCHIIMS W aHIXMPAHOCT €a OT PENIABAIIO 3HAYEHHE 3a
YCMEMHOTO 00yYeHHe U PA3BUTHE HA MIIAJIATE XOpa B HAINIATA CTPAHA.

A3 cbM ybesieH. Ye BaluaT Tpaguunones [1bTyBai cemunap ,,ChbBpeMEHHY H3MEPEHHS
Ha eBPONEHCKOTO 00pa3oBaTeNIHO U HAYYHO MPOCTPAHCTBO. BBIrapo-KHNbpckH KyJaTypHU
0OLTyBaHHA™ I1IE H3MTBIHU CBOSITA MHCHA 33 Pa3KPHBAHE Ha HOBH BB3MOXKHOCTH 32 AKaZeMUUEH
AMaor, HayueH 0OMEH W ChTPYyJHMYCCTBO B 00JacTTa Ha KyiaTypara mexay P Bwuarapus
P Kunsp. '

MunucTepcTtBOTO Ha 006pasoBaHHETO M Haykara paGOTH yCBPAHO, 3a 1a Ch3jaje
HNaroNpUsSTHU YCIOBUS 3a KAYECTBEHO BHCIIE 06PA30BaHKe U NIOAKPENA 32 BCMUKH OBArapeku
CTYZCHTH, JOKTOPAHTH H MPEN0AaBaTEly.

Hexa nponsmkum a paboTtuM 3aeziHo, 3a /1a IOCTHIHEM [0-BHCOKH PE3yITaTh u ja
ocurypuM ObemeTo Ha Hamara crtpava. JKenas Bu 31pase, mactue u ycnex BB Bawero
fnaroponHo HaunHaHue!

Ycnemen cemunap B Peny6nuka Kunsp!

MPO®. CAIIIO IMMEHOB
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Subject: Greetings to the Participants of the 17-th International Traveling Seminar of
ULSIT

Dear Esteemed Participants of the 17th International Traveling Seminar of ULSIT,

On behalf of the Regional Center for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage in South
— Eastern Europe under the auspices of UNESCO, | extend my warmest greetings to all attendees of
the 17th International Traveling Seminar on "Contemporary Measurements of the European
Educational and Scientific Space: Bulgarian-Cypriot Cultural Interactions,” which will be held in the

_ Republic of Cyprus from May 28th to June 4th, 2023.

12

| am honored to promote this prestigious event, which provides a platform for academics,
researchers, and professionals to discuss vital issues concerning the European educational, scientific
and cultural landscape. This year's theme underscores the importance of fostering Bulgarian-Cypriot
cultural exchanges, which serve as a foundation for building stronger ties between the two nations.

The Republic of Cyprus is delighted to welcome you and support the ongoing dialogue on
educational, scientific and cultural advancements in the European context. We believe that through
the exchange of ideas and experiences at this seminar, you can work together to identify best practices
and drive further progress in our shared goals.

| hope that your stay in Cyprus will not only provide an enriching academic experience but also
an opportunity to explore and appreciate the beauty and history of this island. May the bonds formed
during this event contribute to the enduring friendship between Bulgaria and Cyprus.




PEIIYBJ/IMKA BbJ/ITAPUA

MHHHUCTBHP HA BLHIIHUTE PABOTH

Ha BHUMaHMETO HA:
IIpo¢g. Upena Ilerena,
Pextop na YauBUT

0:
Yuacrauuure B 17-usn
Mexaynapoaes nbTyBam cemuHap Ha YuuBHT,

Yeancaema npog. Ilemesa - Pexmop na Yuueepcumema,

pazu yvacmuuyu ¢ Mesicoynapoonus nemyeawy cemunap,

Ckwnu 2ocmu,

Ot Mo€ ¥Me 1 0T UMETO Ha MUHHCTEPCTBOTO HA BHHIIHHUTE
padotu Ha Peny6nuka benrapus wuspassBaM Hal-ChpIACYHH
NO3PABJICHAA Ha BCHYKH YYaCTHHLM B ceMuHapa ,,ChBpeMEHHHU
M3MEpEeHUsI Ha €BpOINEHCKOTO 00pa3oBaTeNHO W HAYYHO
IPOCTPAHCTBO. bBIrapo-Kumbpcku KyaTypHu 00IIyBaHua*, KOUTO
e e MpoBeje Ha TepuTopuATa Ha Pemy6nuka Kunsp B mepuoaa
ot 28 Maii 10 4 rouu 2023 r.

Tosm mpectuxeH ¢opyM mpemocTaBs  OTIMYHA
BB3MOXHOCT 3a akaJeMuueH OOMEH, HAay4YHH H3CICABAHUS U
npodecHOHaTHO  CHTPYAHMYECTBO MEXIY YHUBEPCHUTETCKH
IPETOoAABATENIM M YYE€HH OT JIBETE CTPAHU B PAMKHTE HA €AMHHOTO
EBponelicko 06pa3oBaTenHo, HAyYHO U KyJITYPHO IPOCTPAHCTBO.

MMHHCTEPCTBOTO Ha BBHIIHMTE paboTu Ha PemyGimka
brirapus noakpers quasnora 3a 0OMeH Ha OIIMT U J00pU IPaKTUKH

ya. Anexcangbp Xenpos 2, Copus 1113
Ten.: +359 (2) 948 29 99, pakc: +359 (2) 948 31 01
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32 HaChbpYaBaHE HA MHPAa U CHBMECTHOTO MHPHO CHKHUTEJICTBO
Mexay Hapoaute Ha Ctapusi KOHTHHEHT.,

IToxxenaBam criopHa pabora Ha Cemunapa!

Ha no6sp yac!

Codus, mai 2023 .

\
HMBAH KOH/IOB
MHUHUCTBP



PEITYBAHUKA BbATAPHUSA
MMHMCTEpCTBO Ha KYATYpaTa

pi (e
INPO®. UPEHA IIETEBA,
PEKTOP HA YanBUT

JA0 IMPO®. CTOSIH JEHYEB,
INPEACEJATEJI HA
CBHBETA HA HACTOSITEJIUTE HA YauBUT

A0 YHACTHHMIIUTE B MEXKIYHAPOJIEH ITBTYBAIIl CEMUHAP

Yeaxaema npod. Ileresa,

YBaxaemu npod. denues,

Cxbnu yvactauna B 17-us MexayHapoaeH NbTyBaml cCeMHHAp
»CbBpEMEHHH H3MEpeHHsi Ha eBpOoNeicKoTo 00pa3oBaTeIHO W HAYYHO
NpPOCTPAHCTBO. BLjrapo-KunbLpeKkH KyJITypHH o0myBanusa®,

Ot umeTo Ha MUHHCTEPCTBOTO Ha KynTyparta Ha Penmybnuka benrapus u
JHYHO OT MOE MME H3pa3siBaM HCKpeHaTa CH YJIOBJIETBOPEHOCT OT BALIUTE yCHITHS
3a Ch3JaBaHE Ha KaueCTBEHO 00pa30BaHME M HAayKa M 3a 3ala3BaHe U OTCTOSBAHE
Ha OBarapckara KynTypHa MAEHTUYHOCT B CTPaHATa M 4yXOMHA.

[TeryBamusaT cemunap Ha YHUBUT, npe3 te3u 17 rogunu, ce yTBbpu KaTo
IPECTMXKHO KyJITYpHO, OOpa30BaTe]IHO M HAay4YHO CHOMTHE, KOeTo cOimkasa
obmHocTy U Hapoau. bnaronapsi Bu 3a aHra)kuMeHTa ¥ OpraHM3anysTa Ha Ta3u
3Ha4YMMa KyJITypHa NposiBa, KOSATO NO4YepTaBa OOImUTE HU IEHHOCTH U CTPEMEXH
B oOnacTTa Ha 00pa3oBaHUETO, HayKaTa M KyJITypara.

15
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MuHKCTEpPCTBOTO Ha KyiTypara Ha PemyGinuka Bbarapus mnozkpers
nof06HA MHHIMATHBH, KOHTO JONPHHACAT 33 PA3BUTHETO HA aKaJEMHYHHUTE,
HayYHATE M KyNTypHH OOLIyBaHMSA, Xaro CHINEBPEMEHHO HACHPYABAT
MEXTyHapOJHOTO ChTPYAHUYECTBO 1 OOMEH Ha 3HAHHMSA ¥ OIHUT.

IloxenaBaM Ha BCHYKH YYacTHHIM ycnexX Ha ¢opyma. Heka usrpagenure
BPB3KM H NApTHBOPCTBA MEXJAy YYAaCTHHIUTE CIyXaT Ha IBJIrOTPaifHOTO
NPHUSTENCTBO ¥ ChTPYAHUYECTBO MeX Ty HapoauTe Ha P Beurapus u P Kunsp.




£ BBbJITAPCKA BUBJIMOTEYHO-HHOOPMAIIMOHHA ACOTHAIHS
(BBHA)

pi (o)
[NPO®. TH UPEHA IIETEBA

" PEKTOP HA YHUBEPCHUTETA no BUBJINOTEKO3HAHHE 41
HHO®OPMAIIMOHHU TEXHOJIOT'UH

A0
YYACTHHIIMTE B 17-TUA MEXIYHAPOIAEH IIbTYBAIl CEMHHAP HA
YHUBUT

YBAXKAEMA ITPO®ECOP IIETEBA,

YBAXKAEMMU KOJIEI'H,

brarapckara 6ubnnoreuno-uHdopmanuorta acouuauus (BBUA) nozapasssa v u3paszasa
CBOETO yni_mcenue KbM BCHYKH YYacTHUUM B I7-musa Meowcoynapoden nvmyeawy cemunap na
VuuBHT ,, Cvepemennu usmepenus Ha esponetickomo ob6pasoeamento u Hay4Ho HPOCMPAHCME0.
Bonzapo-xunvpexu xynmypru obugysanus .

Karo opranusanusa Ha Oubnuorekure, Ha Oubnuoreynute U HMHPOPMALMOHHWUTE
CrCUMAaIUCTH HUE BHMCOKO LIEHMM 00pa3oBaHHETO, KOETO crnomara 3a epponeiickara u riobainHara
HaJrpesapa 3a 3HaHuWs, NPEANPHEMAYECTBO, MATEPHAJIEH MPOCTICPUTET W AYXOBEH HANMPEIBK Ha
HOBHUTE TNOKoNleHusi. Hue BHCOKO olieHsABaMe H HanOXeHHs OT Bac akazeMudeH oOMEH M HaydyHO
CHTPYAHUYECTBO ¢ KOJIerH oT Kunsp, 3al0TO TOBA IOKa3Ba CTpeMeXbT Bu KbM €IMHCTBO B
KyJITYpHHA, 0OpasoBaTeneH H Hay4eH Auanor B obennHexa Eppona,

INoxenasame Bu nonsoTBopHa pabota 1 He3aGpaBUMH TIPEKUBABAHUA!

Yenex!

Codus 1000, yn. ,, Xpucro bemues” 2, er. 5, oduc 16;
Ted.: 0885311836; office.bbia@gmail.com
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LOOKING AT BULGARIA FROM CYPRUS:
PERSPECTIVES ON CULTURE, DIPLOMACY & SECURITY

Lambros G. Kaoullas
Education of Police Cadet Constables, University of Cyprus

Abstract: This paper is a first attempt in weaving an overarching Cypriot-Bulgarian narrative. Its
working hypothesis is that the contemporary Cypriot-Bulgarian relationship stands on two main pillars: On
one hand, is the Orthodox Christian background, and on the other, is the Socialist background. With the end
of the Cold War, the Fall of Communism and the subsequent accession of both countries in the European
Union, the traditions of these two socio-political currents have both served in further enhancing the relations
of the two nations. Taking into consideration the cultural, diplomatic and security fronts, the paper furnishes
the narrative with autobiographical stories in order to highlight the manifestation of these multifaceted
relations.

Keywords: Cyprus, Bulgaria, Greece, Balkans, Eastern Mediterranean, Orthodoxy, Socialism,
People-to-People Diplomacy

Introduction

Dear delegates,
Do you believe in fate? Luck? Coincidence? Spiritual or cosmic “conspiracies”, perhaps?
How did I end up here, standing before you?

A few weeks ago, the Associate Professor of History Giorgos Kazamias reached out to me
and passed on an invitation that he had received about representing the University of Cyprus at this
event.[1] You see, 11 years ago, 2012, as an early doctoral candidate at the time, I worked with
Professors Giorgos Georgis and Giorgos Kazamias in a research programme named
“Eurodaktylios”. That forward-looking project, funded by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Cyprus, was a bold Cypriot experiment in cultural diplomacy. [2]

When our great team was working on the volume Linked by History — United by Choice:
Cyprus and its European Union Partners, [3] there was a small subchapter that someone had to
undertake — it was the section on the diplomatic relations of Cyprus with Bulgaria. There was so
much workload, so, as I was a newbie at the time, I volunteered and undertook it. I knew very little
about Bulgaria, but that little I knew emerged from some beautiful, sweet memories. Not mine.
They were my mother’s memories from her study years in Sofia. So, in order to explore a bit my
mother’s favourite foreign country, I decided to undertake this small project, do the research and
write the subchapter titled “Cyprus-Bulgaria: Diplomatic Relations and Official Visits”. [4]

Little would I know that since 2012, I would have created such strong personal links with
Bulgaria, which culminated even in me being here and giving a lecture in such an event, and, in
some way, representing that very element of cultural diplomacy that Professors Kazamias and
Georgis struggled to bring to the fore.

The reason I start with this very personal introduction is — of course to capture your atten-
tion — but also — beyond that — to highlight how the multifaceted current relations between our
countries have been forged. This event serves as an exceptional opportunity to weave an
overarching Cypriot-Bulgarian narrative, at least the Cypriot perspective of this narrative. My
working hypothesis is that the Cypriot-Bulgarian relationship in modern, current times, stands on
two main pillars: On one hand, is the Orthodox Christian background, and on the other, is the
Socialist background. With the end of the Cold War, the Fall of Communism and the subsequent
accession of both countries in the European Union, the traditions of these two socio-political
currents have both served in further enhancing the relations of the two nations.

21
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Cultural perspectives

Both our peoples share a rich Christian Orthodox heritage. In the aforementioned volume, in
the chapter titled “The Relations Between Cyprus and Bulgaria Through the Centuries”, Ioannis
Theocharides undertook a painstaking endeavour to explore and document any direct contact
between Cypriots and Bulgarians. [5] The first contact he found was in 1156, regarding titles and
title holders between the churches. During the years of the Latin Catholic occupations of Cyprus,
Bulgarians are found on the island, who seem to have reached it as slaves. [6] The trend continued
with the Ottoman Islamic takeover in 1570s, which now included Bulgarian janissaries. [7]
Theocharides also notes Cypriot volunteers fighting with Bulgarians during the Greek Revolution or
War of Independence of the 1821. [8] According to the same author, the Cypriot Church tried to
avoid getting too involved in the question of the Bulgarian Exarchate and he notes Cypriot monks
and clerics who were active, often with leading roles, in Bulgarian monasteries, irrespective of other
political developments and general relations between Greeks and Bulgarians. [9]

Many rebels of the Bulgarian April Uprising of 1876 were sentenced to imprisonment or
exiled to distant districts of the Ottoman Empire. Nicosia was included in these places of exile. [10]
In his published memoirs, Bulgarian rebel Atanas (Tancho) Shabanov writes on how he was among
43 people exiled in Cyprus as prisoners for their role in the revolution against Ottoman. According
to Shabanov’s account of Nicosia life, prisoners were locked up in the Sarai square area. Some
people “started making English penknives, others knitted bags, someone knitted socks, I put
together bags from cannabis and painted boxes,” wrote Shabanov. “We had a nice time in this
prison because they would lock us up at night and during the day we would sit in the courtyard,”
Shabanov said. The Bulgarian prisoners remember were greeted very hospitably by the Cypriots.
“The courtyard was large. In this prison there were about 400 people. It had three nice coffee shops
and two or three kitchens. [...] The Greeks brought us five or six quilts, gave us some shirts and
underwear, and a little money. On Christmas they gave us money again, and the same during
Easter.” [11] The exiled rebels were released under the provisions of Article 17 of the Saint Stefano
Treaty that provided for the immediately and full amnesty for all Ottoman citizens imprisoned or
exiled because of their rebellious acts. In a highly dramatic scene, when the Bulgarian exiles were
released in Nicosia they asked the Cypriots to open the closest church for them to pray. It was
opened immediately, the bells started to sound and mass was celebrated. Cypriot youth collected
money to help the Bulgarian exiles, who were then taken to Larnaca where they had to wait for
three day until the ship departed for Constantinople. As there was no resting place in town, the local
Cypriots, having learned that the men are Bulgarian, they led them to the 9™ century Church of
Saint Lazarus, opened it for them and gave them rooms to sleep in. [12]

Whatever the past, the Autocephalous Church of Cyprus and the Bulgarian Orthodox Church
(Bulgarian Patriarchate) are in faithful and canonical unity, prayer and eucharistic communion, along
with the other Orthodox Churches. That forms a strong, everlasting spiritual bond between our people.
A plethora of magnificent, ancient churches and monasteries adorn the landscapes of our countries,
serving as sacred sanctuaries where countless faithful gather to pray and venerate the same saints.

Interestingly, despite Cyprus being an island and the Bulgarians a traditionally very
continental nation, the cultural ties extend beyond the non-existent land borders of the two
countries. This connection is indirectly established through Cyprus’ shared national and religious
heritage with Greece, Bulgaria’s seafaring southern Balkan neighbour. The Hellenic and Orthodox
identity of the majority of Cypriots kind of extends “Balkanism” to the far stretches of the Eastern
Mediterranean and makes us Cypriot islanders always feel very comfortable with Bulgarians.

On the other hand, while animosity and conflict more than often marred the mainland Greek-
Bulgarian relationship on the land borders, the Cypriot Greeks have been unaffected directly of
these conflicts and uninvolved. However, with the advent of mass press, the approach towards
Bulgaria and Bulgarians in Cyprus was fluctuating between hostile, neutral or positive, and this was
intrinsically tied to political developments in Greece, the country with which the Cypriots struggled
to unite as part of their own national liberation aspirations. Three events are worth noting, as they
underline this point. The first, is the incorporation of Eastern Rumelia to the Principality of
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Bulgaria, which caused mass rallies and condemnation in Cyprus. [13] The second, is the period of
the Macedonian Question when Cypriot volunteers fought in the Balkan Wars, first as allies, then as
enemies, with the Bulgarians. The third, is the 2" World War, when Bulgaria participated in the
Triple Occupation of Greece by the Axis Powers (1941-1944). [15]

Diplomatic perspectives

So the focus today is on Cypriot-Bulgarian relations, specifically. The Berlin Treaty of July
1878 affected both Bulgaria and Cyprus, the former by cancelling the Saint Stefano Treaty, the
second by ceding Cyprus from the Ottoman Empire to Great Britain. [16] So beyond the Orthodox
Christian, there is also an Ottoman background and influence that we have in common. [17]

Cyprus gained independence in 1960, after the armed national-liberation revolution of
EOKA against British colonialism, between the years 1955-59. The aim of the revolution was
Enosis, that is Union of the island with Greece which was considered the Cypriot manifestation of
the Right to Self-Determination. This was supported by both the Church and the nationalist EOKA,
as well as the large communist party, AKEL, despite the bitter internal disputes between the two
camps. Eventually, and with the steadfast rejection of Enosis by the Turkish-Cypriots, the
geopolitical compromise between Greece, Turkey and the United Kingdom created the independent,
sovereign Republic of Cyprus.

Now, AKEL, the leftist and communist party of Cyprus, after the candidate it fielded in the
first presidential elections lost to Archbishop Makarios the III, in a realist turn it became a political
ally of the first Cypriot President and leader of the Church. It was not part of the Makarios
nationalist-conservative government, and despite being treated with caution and suspicion, it
managed to strategically situate itself very close to the decision-making centre. Despite the Cypriot
Greek internal disagreements and conflicts, and with Cyprus choosing to join the Non-Aligned
Movement, AKEL served as a useful geopolitical gateway for the nascent Cypriot State into the
socialist countries of the then Eastern Bloc.

So when the new Republic of Cyprus was born, Bulgaria was already a socialist state. The
diplomatic relations between the countries started on a clean slate, established immediately, just two
months after Cyprus declared its independence. From an early stage, the two countries developed a
close relationship in all fields, particularly those of education and culture. The first Bulgarian
Ambassador to Cyprus was Zdravko Zelenogradski. [18]

There were many official visits and the bilateral relations on the commercial, tourist,
cultural, religious, educational, scientific, artistic, sport and health fronts, and those blossomed. A
peruse in the press releases of the Cypriot Press & Information Office (P.1.O.) contains myriads of
such examples, many included in my aforementioned chapter “Diplomatic Relations and Official
Visits”. Additionally, in the chapter “Literary Trails: Bulgaria in Cyprus and Cyprus in Bulgaria”,
Demetra Demetriou describes the long lasting historical and spiritual bond between Cypriots and
Bulgarians, especially poets, many featured in the magazine Nea Epochi. [19]

When in July 1974, the Colonel’s dictatorial regime of Greece carried out a military coup
d’état of against President Makarios, it was followed by the Turkish invasion and ongoing
occupation of the northern part of the island. [20] Bulgaria diplomatically has stood by the side of
Cyprus on the preservation of its independence, integrity and sovereignty. [21]

In all these years, cultural festivals, peace conferences and exchanges, with a socialist tinge,
took place, and in parallel there were visits and exchanges on a spiritual level, such as the visit of
Patriarch Maxim of Bulgaria in Cyprus in 1980. [22]

In this context, here’s the first personal story: My mother was one of the many Cypriot
students that received a Bulgaria state scholarship to study in Sofia in 1983. The scholarships were
awarded to youth who excelled at school but were too poor to study abroad, at a time when Cyprus
had no universities. This process was facilitated by AKEL. This is how my mother had the
opportunity to study in Bulgaria, along with many other Cypriots, where she learned the Bulgarian
language which she can speak to this day.
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When the Fall of Communism was taking place, the then Bulgarian Minister of Foreign
Affairs Boyko Georgiev Dimitrov visited Cyprus, in January 1990. He stated in his meeting with
his Cypriot counterpart, George lacovou that the changes occurring in Bulgaria would not influence
the traditional ties and the close working relations between the two countries. For historical reasons,
he stated that Bulgaria extended its solidarity and affirmed that it would continue to support the
people of Cyprus in their struggle for a fair solution to the Cyprus Question. [23] Cyprus
reciprocated with humanitarian aid in food and medicine. [24]

At this cusp of international history, the President of Cyprus was George Vassiliou, elected
with the support of AKEL. In an official visit in May 1992, Bulgarian President Zhelyu Zhelev
stated that the journey towards democracy, a free-market economy and the construction of a new
Europe, was something which Cyprus and Bulgaria could use to generate new co-operation,
preserving the good ties that traditionally existed. In his toast, he stated the following: “Here in
Bulgaria, the island of Aphrodite is famous for its natural beauty and its rich heritage and culture,
which the diligent people of Cyprus have preserved since ancient times”. [25] In his response,
President Vassiliou spoke of Bulgaria’s beauty, its rich history and Orthodox tradition that is people
proudly maintained. He added that Cyprus observed closely and with great interest the Bulgarian
effort in the transition to a free market economy, something which Cyprus could help with.
Referring to global developments, he added that the international community had a duty to enforce
a new world order, combat the rise of national conflicts and demand strict attachment to democratic
principles and procedures, referring simultaneously to the Cyprus Question. [26]

In the above context, and with both countries now on the road of European integration within
the EU, the relations, diplomatic but also social, continued to blossom. In 2008, Demetris
Christofias became the President of Cyprus, the first General Secretary of AKEL to be elected to
this position. He visited Bulgaria in October of the same year, upon the invitation of his counterpart
Georgi Parvanov, who emphasised the strong bonds linking the two countries, also making
reference Cypriots who had worked and studied in Bulgaria. [27]

I believe that the late President Christofias’ response — who was himself a refugee from
Dikomo — succinctly summarised the endurance of the relationship between Cyprus and Bulgaria,
despite the difficult years of 1974 and 1991 respectively. He said: “Life is give and take. In 1974
under severely tragic circumstances for Cyprus, Bulgaria offered to absorb a few thousand Cypriot
workers. It rejuvenated us, as 60% of the workforce was unemployed after the Turkish invasion.
Cypriots will never forget this beautiful and noble gesture from the Bulgarian government and its
people. The fact that today [15 years ago] 30,000 Bulgarian guest workers are in Cyprus, is but a
small return for that wonderful Bulgarian gesture.” [28]

Now here’s the second personal story. When in late 2013 I returned to Scotland to complete
my PhD in Criminology at the University of Edinburgh, I was discussing with my supervisors my
adventures during fieldwork, which included interviewing Cypriot paramilitaries and police who
had been active in the 1963—64 Greek-Turkish strife on the island. [29] The difficulties I described
resonated with them. Andy Aydin-Aitchison advised me to go find one of his other supervisees, a
certain Mihail Petkov, who was having similar problems when conducing elite interviews with
Bulgarian politicians.[30] When I met with Mihail, the flow was natural. We realised that the social,
historical and political milieux of our countries, made research such as ours difficult. Our
intellectual discussions resulted in a paper published in 2015 in the Qualitative Research journal,
titled “Overcoming respondent resistance at elite interviews using an intermediary”. [31] You can
go read it for all of our adventures, and see our advice in overcoming such difficulties!

Security perspectives

The cooperation between Bulgaria and Cyprus continues to this day and it covers the sectors
of energy and security, as well as countering hybrid threats. Two interesting episodes in this regard,
that I covered during my short stint as an investigative journalist: [32]

1. During the Bulgarian Presidency of the “Three Seas Initiative”, an initiative of the
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countries that cover the triangle Adriatic Sea — Baltic Sea — Black Sea and includes projects on
infrastructure, energy, research and technology, commerce and green and digital economy, aiming
to make central Europe the backbone of European resilience, Bulgarian President Rumen Radev
suggested that Greece and Cyprus should be invited to contribute. [33]

2. Cyprus, Greece and Bulgaria also cooperate on the realm of European justice and security.
In October 2019, the three countries asked for European solidarity in addressing the illegal
migration flows with the Eastern Mediterranean Migration Route Initiative. More recently, in April
2022, Nicos Nouris was the first Cypriot Minister of Interior in an official visit in Bulgaria. Nouris
consulted Bulgaria on lessons-learned in managing the illegal migration flows, including the
construction of a fence along the Bulgarian-Turkish border. The Cypriot Minister underlined to his
counterpart, Boyko Rashkov, the intention of Cyprus in becoming a hub of civil defence and
firefighting, as well as assisting European citizens during crises and emergency situations in the
Middle East that require evacuations. [34]

Bulgaria and Cyprus cooperate on security and defence issues, with bilateral agreements.
They also cooperate through the EU institutions, especially in capacity-building in countering
hybrid threats and information warfare. There is also police cooperation, as for example through
Europol. [35] Bilateral commerce has increased by 45% (to the tune of €190 million) according to
latest figures. Tourism with 25,000 Bulgarian arrivals in Cyprus and 45,000 Cypriot arrivals in
Bulgaria before the coronavirus crisis, is also on the ascendance. [36]

Coming to a conclusion, the collaboration between the two countries rests on strong
foundations. The communities of students and workers in both countries thrive. [37] In an era where
there is much talk of multiculturalism, which more than often remains in the realm of theory,
bordering on utopianism because of emerging local conflicts, the Cypriot-Bulgarian experience on
the island stands as a shining example of a real, tangible, and time-tested case-study of harmonious
coexistence. So perhaps, the most important aspect, is the emergence of what can be best described
as an example of “People-to-People Diplomacy™, [38] diplomacy based on human connection and
human understanding. Either through Orthodoxy or Socialism, or a hybrid overlap of the two, our
peoples have forged and maintained strong bonds that strengthen the diplomatic relations.

Epilogue

Interesting to note, until 2009, Cyprus was diplomatically represented in Sofia by the
Cypriot Ambassador in Athens. In an interesting twist, the last Ambassador of Cyprus to Greece,
and thus Bulgaria, was Professor Giorgos Georgis, who had been one of the two editors of the said
volume, along with Professor G. Kazamias.

I close with a third and last personal story. With Mihail Petkov we did not just stay good
colleagues, we also became very good friends. I visited Bulgaria a few times, one for his
unforgettable wedding. I remember a lot, but there’s a lot I don’t remember, because of their
homemade rakia. I can’t forget the tours at the Horseman of Madara with the text in Medieval
Greek, and the unbelievable monument to the 1300 Years of Bulgaria. In August 2018, Mihail’s
wife gave birth to their first son. Here came the highest of honours: Mihail offered me to baptise
their son, Presian, in Shumen. My mum was also there. Mihail’s parents do not speak good English,
but it didn’t take any time to communicate with my mum, as they conversed in Bulgarian, which
she learned during her time as a socialist student. Needless to say, it became family gathering.
There are a few things in my life that I can remember with such dignity, humility and pride at the
same time, as reciting the creed (CumBon Ha Bspara), the “ITioctevm eig &va @gov, Tlatépa,
[Moavtokpdtopa...” [39] in the Greek language — to the advice of the Bulgarian priest-, inside a
Bulgarian Orthodox Church. Presian’s baptism, my friends, will remain my eternal, spiritual and
human, bond with Bulgaria.

May this 2-day event illuminate the depths of Cypriot-Bulgarian relations and inspire us to
forge even stronger ties between our countries and our educational and academic communities.

Evyapioto! bnaronaps!
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HOTJVIEL KbBM BbJII'APUSA OT KUITHP:
NEPCIHHEKTUBHU 3A KYJITYPA, IUIIVIOMALIUA U CUT'YPHOCT

Peztome: Tasu cmamus e nvpeu onum 3a CbCMABsAHE HA 8Ce00X8AMeH KUNBLPCKO-ObISAPCKU PA3KA3.
Heeosama pabomna xunomesa e, ue cv8peMeHHUme KUNbpCKO-0vI2apCKu OMHOWEHUs ce Kpenam Ha 084
OCHOBHU cMbAOA: Om eOHA CMPAaHa e NPAOCIAGHAMA XPUCMUSIHCKA OCHO8d, a om Opyed — Coyuanucmuiec-
kama ocrnoea. C kpas na Cmyoenama 60tiHa, NAOAHeno Ha KOMYHUIMA U NOCIe08AI0MO NPUCLEOUHABAHE HA
ogeme cmpanu KoM Egponelickusi cvio3, mpaduyuume Ha mesu 08¢ COYUATHO-NOTUMUYECKU MeYeHUss NOC-
JYIICUXA 30 NO-HAMAMBUHOMO YKPENsane Ha omuouleHuama meacoy dgeme nayuu. Kamo ce uma npedsuo
npeosud KyimypHusl, OUNIoMamuieckust (pponm u ponma Ha cucyprocmma, OOKyMeHmvsm 0b6opyosa pas-
Kasa ¢ asmoouoepaguunu ucmopu, 3a 0a nodYepmae NPosieieHuemo Ha mesu MHO20CIPAHHYU OMHOUEHUS.

Knrouoeu oymu: Kunwvp, Boreapus, 'vpyus, bankanume, Hzmouno Cpeduszemnomopue, npagocia-
sue, CoyuanuzbM, OUNIOMAayus Mexncoy xopama
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